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TIDAL DATUMS AND HEIGHT DEFINITIONS

1. CHART DATUM (CD):
The arbitrary level to which all depths and drying
heights on a marine chart are referenced.
Usually Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT).

2. HEIGHT OF TIDE:
4 The vertical distance from Chart Datum to the
instantaneous level of the water. Varies with time.

A

% 3. TOTAL DEPTH OF WATER (ACTUAL DEPTH):
The true depth available to a vessel.

L= Formula: Total Depth = Charted Depth + Height of Tide.

B 4. CHARTED DEPTH:
- The depth value printed on the chart, measuring
o
from the Chart Datum to the seabed.

__ 5. DRYING HEIGHT:
The vertical distance from Chart Datum to
features (e.g., mudbanks, rocks) exposed at LAT.

6. ELEVATION:
The vertical height of a feature (e.g., lighthouse,
hill) above the Mean High Water Spring (MHWS)

level, as marked on charts.

7. MEAN HIGH WATER SPRING (MHWS):
Average highest level of spring tides over a
long period.

ELEVATION
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